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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Board approves Kirkhof addition, room/board hike 
The Kirkhof Center will undergo a second 
expansion to make more room for student 
activities and university offices. The Board of 
Trustees approved the $6.2 million dollar proj-
ect at its February 9 meeting. 
Board members also approved an increase 
in room and board rates and learned winter 
enrollment numbers. 
James Moyer, assistant vice president for 
Facilities Planning, said the three-story addi-
tion will be approximately 30,000-square-feet 
and include new office space, meeting rooms, 
study areas and conference rooms. 
The addition will house the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and the Women 's Center, 
which he said have outgrown their current 
spaces in the Commons and Kirkhof. 
Moyer said more space will then be avail-
able for student activities and food service 
operations. Space will be remodeled for the 
Lanthorn, the student-run radio and TV sta-
tions , and GLBT Resources. 
Across Campus 
Professor will continue 
to study nurse fatigue 
A nursing professor received a grant to 
develop programs to help hospital nurses 
reduce fatigue and test 
if those efforts will 
decrease the number 
of errors that affect 
patient safety. 
Linda Scott, associate 
professor of nursing, 
was awarded a one-
year, $95,000 grant 
from the Blue Cross 
Linda Scott 
Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation to con-
duct the study at a West Michigan hospital. 
The study continues Scott's research that 
found a correlation between nurse fatigue and 
patient errors. In 2004, she and University of 
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James Moyer, assistant vice president for 
Facilities Planning, describes an addition to 
the Kirkhof Center at the February 9 board 
meeting. 
The last addition to the Kirkhof Center was 
completed in 2004. Construction is set to 
begin in May and is scheduled to be complet-
ed in May 2008. 
Room and board rates 
increase slightly 
Room and board rates at Grand Valley will 
increase 4.2 percent for Fall 2007. That's 
an increase of about $280 from last year for 
students living in a traditional residence hall. 
Double-occupancy room rates will be $6,880 
for the 2007-08 academic year, up from 
$6,600 in 2006-07. 
Jim Bachmeier, vice president for Finance and 
Administration, said the increase was affected 
by changes in minimum wage and the large 
number of students who work for the university. 
Compared to other state universities that offer 
housing, Bachmeier said Grand Valley falls 
near the middle. "We're sixth out of 13, with 
one being the most expensive," he said. "I still 
say it's the best value in the state because the 
accommodations are so nice." 
Winter enrollment shows 
gains in diversity 
Enrollment numbers for Winter 2007 are up 
see 'Board' on page 4 
···--------------------------
Pennsylvania nursing professor Ann Rogers 
gained national media attention for their study 
that concluded nurses working more than 12.5 
consecutive hours were three times more likely 
to make an error than nurses working shorter 
hours. 
In her new study, Scott plans to study 100 nurs-
es who work full-time in the medical/surgical 
unit in a large metropolitan hospital. The pur-
pose is to test interventions that could help to 
reduce nurse fatigue such as limiting consecu-
tive working hours, taking strategic naps during 
a shift, and using caffeine in moderation. 
"Other industries , like aviation, have devel-
oped similar programs for safety reasons," 
Scott said. "We want to see if it can be done in 
health care, and if it 's translatable to improv-
ing patient safety." 
Scott said the study may lead to improving 
nurse retention. " In the middle of a nursing 
shortage, we need to do everything we can to 
help them be effective, safe and satisfied in 
their jobs," she said. 
Neal Rogness , GVSU associate professor of 
statistics, is a co-investigator for the project 
and will help with the statistical analysis of 
study data. 
Glass named associate 
dean of COIS 
Since Steve Glass said he enjoys doing many 
different things, he should like his new admin-
istrative post at the College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies. 
Glass was named associate dean of COIS at 
the start of the winter semester. As professor 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
of movement science, he will continue to teach in 
that department and conduct research projects. 
"While I still enjoy being in the classroom, after 
13 years of teaching, I also like taking on differ-
ent challenges," he said. 
port of the rights of women on campus; and the Women's Impact Award 
will recognize individuals who have made outstanding contributions as 
a professional, volunteer, or agent of change. To nominate someone for 
these awards , send forms and supporting materials to Jo Ann Wassenaar, 
161 Kirkhof Center, by March 2. 
His new duties include working with curriculum 
and helping to enhance Gra!)d Valley 's sustain-
abili ty efforts. Glass said he looks forward to 
The Women 's Center will present its Outstanding Female Student awards . 
Recipients are students who have made significant impact on the lives of 
women and/or girl s. Nominations are also due March 2 and can be sent to 
Wassenaar. 
working with the many facets that comprise Steve Glass 
COIS, including Continuing Education, Liberal 
Studies , Honors Program, Padnos International Center, and Area Studies. 
He added that the college's role mirrors the university's mission. 
The Women and Gender Studies program will present the Barbara Jordan 
Award to an individual who is a longtime advocate of women and wom-
en's issues. More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/wgs. The dead-
line for nominations is February 23. 
"Now, more than ever, students need a liberal arts education," Glass said. 
"COIS helps make the connections. The breadth of all the different pro-
grams helps create a 21st century student." 
Also at the March awards ceremony, Positive Black Women will present 
scholarships from its PBW Scholarship Endowment. 
Wendy Wenner, dean of COIS, said the new position will aid the college's 
growth and increases in numbers of majors . "Steve brings expertise in cur-
riculum development, assessment and publication ," Wenner said. "He also 
brings college connections across the campus that will help us build the 
interdisciplinary community at Grand Valley." 
President's Ball award recipients 
Nominations sought for student, 
faculty and staff awards 
Three different campus organizations are seeking nominations for awards 
to be presented at the annual Women 's Commission Awards Ceremony, 
scheduled for March 20 at noon in the Kirkhof Center. 
The Women's Commission will present two awards. The Maxine Swanson 
Award is presented to an individual who has provided leadership in sup-
Photo by Brian Rider/GV Lanthorn 
Milt Ford, professor of English and 
GLBT resources liaison, speaks dur-
ing the President's Ball February 9 
after receiving the Student Award 
for Faculty Excellence. 
Ken Fridsma, retiring direc-
tor of Financial Aid, received 
the Distinguished Individual of 
the Year Award; and Dean of 
Students Bart Merkle received 
the first Presidential Appreciation 
Award. 
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FORUM 
Volume 31, Number 27 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadl ine is Tuesday noon. Send publi -
cation items to Michele Coffill , ed itor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6I6-33 1-222 1. 
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum . 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications speciali st 
Michele Coffi ll , communications spec iali st 
Mary !sea Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Courtney Newbauer, photographer 
Jazmine Steele , student writer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, vi sit Grand Valley 's on line publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYl1 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the uni versity community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu. edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
afft rnrnti ve action/equal opportunity institution. 
GVFaces 
Monica Johnstone 
director of communications 
and advancement, CLAS 
It's currently summertime in Australia, so she 
swapped her sandals for snow boots when she decid-
ed to come to Grand Valley. 
Monica Johnstone joins Grand Valley 's staff as the 
new director of communications and advancement 
for the College of Liberal Arts and Science. 
"I've been having a lot of fun meeting faculty and 
finding out about all the great things this university 
has to offer," she said. 
Johnstone lived in Sydney, Australia, for 12 years 
and worked as a member services manager for an 
industry association. She is originally from San 
Francisco and received her doctoral degree in rheto-
ric from the University of Californ ia-Berkeley. 
After graduation she taught publ ic speaking and 
writing classes at Loyola College in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Assumption University in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 
Johnstone's 
new posi-
tion at Grand 
Valley entails 
establishing 
clear com-
munication 
lines between 
students and 
fac ulty regard-
ing all the 
events and 
achievements 
Monica Johnstone 
that takes place within CLAS. 
"We've got a lot of wonderful resources on campus 
and not everybody knows how to tap into them," she 
said. 'Tm here to act as the glue and help people 
connect with those resources. That way we can help 
a wider audience understand the value of a Grand 
Valley education." 
To keep busy while she waits for her husband and 
son to move from Australia, Johnstone's hobbies 
are quilting and updating her blog, "Monica in 
Michigan." 
What's Ahead 
Former soldier 
to discuss Iraq 
Family members and friends of soldiers who are 
serving in Iraq can learn more about the country 
and its culture from someone who has been there. 
Stephen Mendoza will present "The Iraq War: A 
Voice from the Ground" on Tuesday, February 
20, from noon-1:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center 
rooms 215/216. The brown bag lunch is spon-' 
sored by Work Life Connections 
Mendoza, who served three nine-month tours 
with the Army in Iraq, is the brother of Susan 
Mendoza-Jones, director of Integrative Learning. 
"Some people don't know anything about the 
area," she said. "He ' ll be able to give contextual 
information about the culture and the region." 
While open to the campus community, the 
presentation is geared toward returning student 
veterans and those with family members over-
seas. Register for the session online at www. 
gvsu.edu/worklife and click on "Live and Learn 
Series." 
State business leader to 
discuss entrepreneurship 
Louis Green, president and chief executive 
officer of the Michigan Minority Business 
Development Council, will speak on campus 
this week as part of the Seidman College of 
Business' Black History Month celebrations. 
Green's presentation , "Entrepreneurship + 
Education = Freedom," is Wednesday, February 
21 , from noon-12:50 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium of the De Vos Center. It is free and 
open to the public . 
The MMBDC is one of the nation's premier 
organizations for increasing business opportuni-
ties between major buying organizations and 
minority-owned businesses. 
Prior to joining MMBDC, Green served as 
national director of supplier diversity at NBC-
TV in New York and as supplier diversity and 
social responsibility leader at The University of 
Michigan. 
'Kite Runner' events 
continue 
Events surrounding the second annual 
Community Reading Project are scheduled 
throughout the winter semester. The project 
focuses on Khaled Hosseini 's novel The Kite 
Runner. 
Set in Afghanistan, The Kite Runner tells the 
heartbreaking story of the unlikely friend-
ship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 
father's servant. 
A presentation, "Borrowed Robes: International 
Childhoods in Afghanistan," will look at what 
it was like growing up in Afghanistan during 
the "golden years" described in the book. The 
presenters are Doriana Bertoni Gould, Lakshmi 
Nagarajan and Mary Meadows Pyburn. It's 
scheduled for Thursday, February 22, from 
7-9 p.m. in Loutit Hall , room 103. 
A series of discussion groups is planned. To 
register for any of the following dates, send an 
e-mail to crp@gvsu.edu. 
• February 20, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Library 
(Cafe), Allendale 
• February 22, 9-10 a.m. , Kirkhof Center, 
room 142 
• February 22, 5-6 p.m. , Holland Meijer 
Campus, small conference room 
• February 27, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences, room 240. 
For more information about the Community 
Reading Program, visit www.gvsu.edu/cois/crp. 
Concert brings 
multi-genre music 
Contemporary music ensemble Opus 21 will 
perform at Grand Valley on Thursday, February 
22, at 8 p.m., in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
Performing Arts Center. The performance is free 
and open to the public. 
The group performs a multi-genre program of 
newly commissioned works focusing on the 
influence of world cultures on art music in the 
United States. The concert is part of the univer-
sity's Free 
Play Series 
and fol-
lows sold-
out perfor-
mances of 
the show 
in New 
York City, 
Ann Arbor 
and Three 
Rivers. 
The 
concert 
features 
Opus 21 will perform on Thursday 
in PAC. 
six newly commissioned works written spe-
cifically for the eight-member ensemble by 
some of America's most prominent composers. 
Other cultural influences can be heard in the 
new works by Chen Yi (China), Karnran Ince 
(Turkey), Martin Bresnick (Spain), and Trent 
Kynaston (Central America) . 
For more information, call x 13484 or visit 
www.opus2l.org. 
How to gain 
youthful energy 
The Women Connecting series continues with 
a presentation on how to keep (or get back) 
youthful energy and optimism. 
"Aging with Attitude" will be presented by 
Linda Yuhas, director of compensation and 
employment services for Human Resources. The 
brown bag lunch is set for Thursday, February 
22, from noon- I p.m. in the Kirkhof Center 
rooms 215/216. ' 
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Women Connecting is sponsored by the 
Women 's Center and Work Life Connections. 
Conference conjoins 
science, religion 
Now in its second year, the Grand Dialogue in 
Science and Religion seeks positive ways of 
exploring the relationship between science and 
religion through constructive dialogue. 
The association's annual conference will be 
held on Saturday, February 24, at Loosemore 
Auditorium in the DeVos Center. Registration 
will begin at 9 a.m. 
Keynote speaker Philip Clayton, who holds 
a doctorate in both philosophy and religious 
studies from Yale University, will speak on 
"Body, Mind and Spirit: Emerging Perspectives 
in Science and Religion." He is the author or 
editor of 15 books and 100 articles in the phi-
losophy of science, metaphysics , theology and 
related fields. 
An afternoon of breakout sessions will include 
presentations from faculty and representatives 
of the nine West Michigan member colleges and 
institutions. The conference is free and open to 
the public. A nominal fee of $5 for lunch is pay-
able at the conference for those who registered. 
For more information, conference schedule and 
registration, visit www.GrandDialogue.org. 
Body image expert 
to give two presentations 
To recognize National Eating Disorders Week, 
several campus departments have joined togeth-
er to sponsor a week of events for students and 
faculty and staff members. 
Author and motivational speaker Robyn McGee 
kicks off the week on 
Monday, February 26, 
with two presentations on 
body image and how eat-
ing disorders are becom-
ing more prevalent among 
women of color. 
McGee is the director of 
Women 's Resources at Robyn McGee 
California State University-Dominguez Hills 
and the author of Hungry for More, a book that 
offers a holistic approach to weight and health 
concerns. McGee wrote the book and started 
speaking around the country after her sister died 
following gastric bypass surgery. 
She will talk personally and generally about 
body image and diets at a brown bag lunch 
at noon in Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216. 
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife and 
click on "Live and Learn Brown Bag Series." 
~cGee will give another presentation at 7 p.m. 
m the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Watch next week's Forum for details on other 
events focusing on body image and eating dis-
orders. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through March 21 
Gallery Hours: Exhibition: "Them: Images of 
Separation." 1121 PAC. Call xl2564 for more 
information. 
Mon., Feb. 19 
Noon : Work Life Connections Support Group. 
Parents of Teens. 142 KC. Call x180 11 for 
more information. 
1 p.m.: Women's Commission Meeting. 104 KC. 
Call xl2748 for more information. 
Tues., Feb. 20 
Noon : Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "The Iraq War: A Voice From the 
Ground," by Stephen Mendoza. 215/216 KC. 
Call x 18011 to register. 
Noon : FfLC Workshop. "Engaging Students 
in Reading." 104 KC. Call xl3498 for more 
information. 
Noon: Black History Month Event. "Cultural 
Perspectives from Faculty and Staff." 204 
KC. Call x 121 77 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Lecture: "LBJ: 
The Roots of a Presidency," by Robert Caro. 
Gerald R. Ford Museum Auditorium, Grand 
Rapids. Call x12770 for more information. 
Wed., Feb. 21 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x 12204 for more information. 
Noon: Seidman College of Business Lecture: 
"Education + Entrepreneurship = Freedom," 
by Louis Green. Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call x 12177 for more information. 
Noon : Women 's Center hosts Mommy Lunches. 
161 KC. Call xl2748 for more information. 
1 p.m. FfLC Workshop. "Engaging Students in 
Reading." 107C DEV. Call xl3498 for more 
information. 
5:30 p.m.: Master Class with Adam Olson, saxo-
phone. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , 
PAC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 22 
7:30 a.m. : Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room varies. Call 361-5227 ext. 31. 
VENTS 
Noon: Women Connecting Series. "Aging with 
Attitude," by Linda Yuhas. 215/216 KC. Call 
xl2748 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Opus 21. LAT, PAC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 23 
7:30 p.m.: WGVU Presents Great Wine & 
Food Symposium. Public Museum of Grand 
Rapids. Call xl6666 for tickets. 
Noon: Women's Commission and PBW host 
Fireside Chat. Call x12748 for more informa-
tion. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Chorale Concert. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Sun., Feb. 25 
2 p.m.: Classics Department Lecture. "From 
Slavery to Master of Arts: Juan Latino, 
Classicist and Poet," by John Quinn. 308 
PAD. Call x13600 for more information. 
3 p.m. : Concert. Select Women 's Ensemble, 
University Singers, Festival Women 's Chorus. 
LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Ken Fridsma, director of Financial Aid , was 
interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story about 
College Goal Sunday. 
Jo Ann Litton, assistant director of Financial 
Aid, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 
for a story about saving for college and College 
Goal Sunday. 
Tim Penning, assistant professor of communica-
tions , was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 
13 for a story about the media frenzy surround-
ing Anna Nicole Smith 's death. 
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing, 
was interviewed by Crain 's Detroit Business for 
a story about proposed gas tax increases. 
Priscilla Kimboko, dean of Graduate Studies 
and Grants Administration, was interviewed by 
the Advance Newspapers , Grand Rapids Press 
and WGVU-AM for stories about the conference 
on aging. 
Bonnie Marshall , affiliate faculty in Liberal 
Studies, was interviewed by WGVU-AM for 
a story about "Them: Images of Separation" 
exhibit. 
Frederick J. Antczak, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, was interviewed by 
WOOD-AM for a story about the State of the 
Union Address. 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by WGVU-AM for a 
story about Mitt Romney running for president. 
Movement science faculty members John 
Kilbourne and Elizabeth Kilbourne were inter-
viewed by the Grand Rapids Press for a story 
about ballroom dance as exercise. 
Sketches 
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, associate professor 
of communications, and Kathryn Remlinger, 
associate professor of English, co-wrote an arti-
cle, "Jobs are Going Overseas: The Discursive 
Construction of Outsourcing," published in the 
Journal of Creative Communications. 
Kristin Wegner, visiting assistant professor of 
movement science, and 35 students volunteered 
at a regional Jr. Pacers Wheelchair Basketball 
Tournament at Jenison High School. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Board learns winter enrollment numbers 
continued from page 1 
3.6 percent and show that Grand Valley 's cam-
puses continue to become more diverse. 
Winter 2007 enrollment totalled 22,309, up from 
21 ,537 last year. 
Lynn Blue, vice provost and dean of Academic 
Services and Information Technology, said since 
2004, there has been a 29 percent increase in the 
number of ethnic groups , from 1,993 in 2004 to 
2,566 this year. 
Blue said enrollment figures also indicate Grand 
Valley is becoming more geographically diverse. 
In 2000, 44 percent of students were from out-
side the tri-county area of Kent, Muskegon and 
Ottawa counties. In 2007, 50 percent are from 
outside the tri-county area. 
A slight increase was seen from last year in the 
number of male students enrolled, from 8,260 
last year to 8,647 thi s year. 
Blue also said a waiting pool for freshmen fall 
enrollment was established February 2. 
